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Tatiana Hrecznyj 

and Kyle Otto

September 28, 2013

Grand Traverse Resort & Spa

Acme

s 
ince they first started dating as 

students at Western Michigan 

University, Tatiana and Kyle—both 

natives of Lower Michigan—began a tradition 

that would one day become the inspiration for 

their wedding. Every year since 2007, they have 

taken a wine tasting getaway with their family 

and friends to enjoy the vineyards and beau-

tiful scenery of the Traverse City area. “Every 

time we went wine tasting, I said, we have to 

get married up here in the fall,” says Tatiana. 

After Kyle asked for her hand in an elabo-

rate proposal that included a hayride to a chan-

delier-lit hut in the forest, the couple began to 

look for Northern Michigan venues. From the 

moment they experienced the Grand Traverse 

Resort’s sweeping bay views, sophisticated feel, 

and all-inclusive convenience, they knew they 

had found the perfect place to become hus-

band and wife.

Against the dramatic views of Grand Traverse 

Bay from Level 17 at the Grand Traverse Resort, 

the couple recited personalized vows written by 

Tatiana. To incorporate their love of local wines, 

the couple shared a “wine ceremony” to symbol-

ize their union in marriage. With white wine 

poured into a carafe by Tatiana and red poured 

by Kyle, the couple made a rosé, and then each 

took a sip of their blended new wine.

The décor of the wedding reception in Grand 

Traverse Resort’s Michigan Ballroom also incor-

porated elements of viticulture, with tables identi-

fied by different varieties of wine, empty bottles 

as place card holders, and large, cork-filled glasses 

as centerpieces. With warm creams, blushes, and 

deep burgundies, the color scheme evoked the 

style and charm of Northern Michigan’s wine 

culture. Splashes of gold matched the glow-

ing ambiance of autumn Up North, bringing 

Tatiana’s dream of a beautiful fall wedding to life. 

“We really wanted a simple, chic wedding, 

and to make sure that every one of our guests 

just had a really great time,” says Tatiana. After 

the reception dinner, the couple and their guests 

cut loose with music, dancing, and, of course, 

plenty of Michigan wine. 

PHOTOGRAPHY: BRYAN AND MAE PHOTOG-

RAPHY, 989.525.1243, BRYANANDMAE.NET 

VENUE:  GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT AND SPA, 

800.748.0303, GRANDTRAVERSERESORT.COM

Tatiana      & 
             Kyle
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This page: The couple’s nondenominational ceremony was officiated by Reverend Wendy Hutchinson of 

Traverse City–based Weddings Your Way. The bridesmaids wore black floor-length gowns from David’s 

Bridal that added a dramatic contrast to the wedding’s pale blush tones. Tatiana poured chardonnay, and Kyle 

poured cabernet sauvignon for the wine ceremony. Tatiana and her mother wrap the heirloom hankie  around 

the bridal bouquet, an arrangement of English roses created by Lillies of the Alley in Traverse City. Opposite 

page: Tatiana’s accessories included beaded Bradgley Mischka heels, a gold bracelet, and her great-great-

grandmother’s handkerchief as her “something old” and “something blue.” Tatiana’s mermaid-style strapless 

gown from Fantastic Finds Bridal Salon in Lansing matched the wedding’s modern elegance. 
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The view from Level 17 atop the 

Grand Traverse Resort spreads out 

like a painting. Tables draped with 

taupe and cream chevron table-

cloths seated the 170 guests. Each 

place was set with the wedding 

favor, a customized wine stopper. 

Willow branches with gold sequins 

added a touch of rustic sophistica-

tion. Dinner began with a fruit and 

cheese spread and continued to a 

plated dinner of beef filet or chicken 

with garlic cream sauce. The flower 

girl and ring bearer are cousins of 

the groom.  
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This page: Family friend Sue Wolschon made Tatiana 

and Kyle’s tiered double chocolate and vanilla bean 

wedding cake. Ceremony programs from Etsy helped 

familiarize guests with each member of the wedding 

party. The newlyweds danced to “You Make It Look 

So Easy” by Eric Church, followed by more music 

from Sound Productions of Clare. Wedding photos 

of Tatiana and Kyle’s grandparents and parents were 

displayed in assorted gold frames, and the warm 

autumn day provided many opportunities for out-

door photographs showcasing Northern Michigan’s 

brilliant fall colors. 



GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT AND SPA

Michigan’s Premier 
Resort Experience
People often remark that the most appealing thing 

about the 900-acre Grand Traverse Resort and Spa is 

its sense of the genuine. So when couples choose to 

exchange their vows here, it feels especially romantic. 

Sincerity resonates among the trees, and love 

sparkles on the water. Simply put, it just feels right.

Our wedding staff is practiced at transforming the 

banquet room or ballroom of your choice into a truly 

unforgettable environment. You’ll appreciate the 

smooth, detail-oriented leadership of our event 

professionals, as they execute your vision to 

perfection. Pre-event parties and rehearsal dinners 

are easily arranged.

   From our convenient, centrally located Midwest 

location, Grand Traverse Resort and Spa is easily 

accessible to all of your guests – just ten minutes by 

Resort shuttle from Traverse City’s Cherry Capital 

Airport (TVC).

86,500 square feet of versatile indoor and outdoor function 

space gives you ultimate fl exibility in selecting the venues for 

your special day. Our wedding staff is practiced at transform-

ing the ballroom or outdoor venue of your choice into a truly 

unforgettable environment. You’ll appreciate the smooth, detail-

oriented leadership of our event professionals, as they execute 

your vision to perfection.

Bridal parties delight in our spa and salon, while grooms-

men typically prefer golf and our nearby Turtle Creek Casino. 

And with multiple wedding and reception venues, our planners 

create a brand of seamless perfection, regardless of scale. From 

intimate unions to grand affairs, your guests will feel every bit 

as loved, cherished and honored as the bride and groom.

From 2 people to 2,000 people, 

our Catering department can 

make an unforgettable experi-

ence for your wedding. Our 

experienced staff can work with 

any budget and is committed to 

great guest service. Weddings are 

a time for celebration, and our 

catering staff can work with you 

on any specialty menu to suit 

your attendees and their fi ner 

tastes! And special meals are no problem for guests with special 

food needs, and dietary considerations. 

event facilities

catering

Wedding Notebook
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Special Events Manager
Liz Brooks

Spa Manager
Dawn Olsen

Spa/Golf Sales 
Managers
Kris Ruckle

Katie Reas

Reception Capacity
2,500

Event Rooms
35

Guest Rooms
585

GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT AND SPA

100 Grand Traverse Village Blvd.

Acme, MI  49610-0404

231-534-6000

800-748-0303

weddings@gtresort.com 

GrandTraverseResort.com

   Whether you stay in the Hotel, the Tower or a Condominium, 

you’ll revel in the natural splendor of the outdoors, and the 

luxurious amenities and outstanding accommodations within. 

• The Hotel - Our six-story hotel offers 238 spacious guest 

rooms, many with gorgeous views and wireless high-speed 

Internet access. Conveniences include: color cable television, 

bathroom television speakers, hair dryers, and much more.

• The Tower - Our beautiful 17-story glass structure offers 

186 large, luxuriously appointed rooms and suites each with 

wireless high-speed Internet access. You’ll relax amid breath-

taking views of sumptuous forests and the rolling hills and 

orchards of the surrounding golf courses. Deluxe amenities 

include: wet bars, Jacuzzi whirlpool tubs, bathroom phones, 

cable TV, refrigerators, and more.

• Condominiums - Sample fairway or beachfront living when 

you get away to one of our 161 condominiums. Studio, one-, 

two- and three-bedroom accommodations are available in a 

variety of locations.

   Grand Traverse Resort and Spa is renowned for many things, 

but the golf experience is among the best anywhere. For each of 

our three signature courses, we sought out the fi nest designers the 

industry has to offer. 

• The Bear by Jack Nicklaus.  

• The Wolverine by Gary Player.  

• Spruce Run by William Newcomb.

   Our 100,000-square-foot Health Club offers something for 

everyone. Features include:

• Fully equipped Cardio and Weight Room

• Fitness Classes

• 15,000-square-foot Indoor Water Playground

• Recreation Pool

• 5 Indoor and 4 Outdoor Tennis Courts

recreation

At Grand Traverse Resort and Spa, you’ll fi nd nearly 600 

rooms, suites, and condominiums plus a combination of services 

and amenities unmatched else-

where. The expert hands of our spa 

professionals relax bride and atten-

dants with luxurious treatments 

and massages, and can create per-

fectly styled hair and makeup for 

the bridal party. Groomsmen and 

guests will enjoy a pre-wedding 

round of golf on one of our three 

premier courses, a tension-releasing 

game of tennis, or a relaxing whirl-

pool. Pristine beaches and exciting 

water sports are additional options that will make your wedding 

a memorable mini-getaway for each and every guest. Winter wed-

dings have a special allure with our crackling fi replaces, snow-

covered views, and elegant lodge atmosphere. Your guests can also 

enjoy cross-country skiing, sleigh rides, and other winter activities.

accommodations

guest services
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Owned and Operated by the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians

At Grand Traverse Resort & Spa, you’ll fi nd a combination of wedding services and amenities 
unmatched elsewhere. Bridal parties delight in our 22-room spa and salon, while groomsmen 
relax during a round of golf. With multiple indoor and outdoor venues, our wedding planners 
create a brand of seamless perfection, regardless of scale. From intimate unions to grand 
affairs, your guests will feel every bit as loved, cherished, and honored as you do.

grandtraverseresort.com  |  231-534-6203

grand weddings

Owned & Operated by the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa & Chippewa Indians Sign-up online 

to receive our 

free wedding kit.
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