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As soft breezes floated off the silvery 

waters of East Grand Traverse Bay, 

Kelly Heos and Anthony Samson exchanged 

wedding vows at the Grand Traverse Resort 

& Spa. The beachside wedding was the cul-

mination of the couple’s dream to be married 

Up North, where Kelly’s family has a cot-

tage on Elk Lake. The hotel complex with 

its golf courses, spa, fine dining and beach 

club was perfectly tailored to this destination 

wedding that drew 260 family members and 

friends from all over the state and nation.

The beautiful natural setting framed a 

ceremony that was enriched by the mingling 

of the couple’s separate heritages: Kelly is 

Greek; Anthony is Jewish. The couple wore 

the Greek wedding crowns called stefana 
as they stood beneath a traditional Jewish 

chuppah—a canopy draped with the wedding 

veils of beloved women in their family that 

symbolizes, as Kelly explains, the openness of 

the newlyweds’ home to family and friends.

Resort shuttles whisked guests back to 

the reception in the Plaza Tent on the lush, 

rolling grounds that surround the resort’s 

luxurious Tower hotel. White draping cas-

cading from the tent ceiling and soft laven-

der lighting provided the backdrop for guests 

mingling over hors d’oeuvres—strawberries 

with brie mousse, rare flank steak on sea-

soned crostini with mustard mousse, crab 

cakes with red pepper aioli, feta cheese arti-

choke tartlets and Greek marinated lamb 

chops—served by white-gloved butlers. 

The menu for the seated dinner included 

tournedo of beef duet with roasted shallot 

balsamic demi glace, Parmesan risotto, mush-

room and chicken pâte brisée and asparagus 

bundles tied with carrot ribbon. The band 

Joy Ride had guests on the dance floor—

and cooling off under the stars—until late 

in the evening.
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Opposite page: Kelly and Anthony 

met at the Michigan State University 

College of Law; after law school they 

began their careers in California—she 

as a personal injury attorney, he in Gov-

ernor Schwarzenegger’s office; Their 

rings are from Arendsen Jewelers in 

Lansing; Personalized fans kept the 

guests cool at the ceremony. 

This page: The flowers were by Derek 

Woodruff at The Floral Underground  

in Traverse City; Kelly’s father walked 

her over a bridge and to the altar;  

deep purple bridesmaids' dresses  

and lavender-hued roses in the bridal  

bouquet helped set the color theme  

for the wedding. The wedding altar  

was a Jewish chuppah. 
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This page: Elegant candelabras bedecked with fuchsias, 

hydrangeas, iris and roses in shades of pinks and purples 

complemented the classic simplicity of white pintuck linens. 

Guests were welcomed with Greek koufeta almonds wrapped 

with sprigs of lavender. The dessert table included an assort-

ment of pastries, chocolate-covered strawberries, and rame-

kins of rice pudding and crème brûlée; The bride wore a Jim 

Hjelm dress from Lett’s Bridal in Lansing; Anthony surprised 

Kelly with his serenade of Sonny and Cher’s “I Got You Babe.”
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This page: Kelly’s mother surprised Anthony with a Chicago 

Cubs' groom cake to celebrate his devotion to the team and 

the city where he spent most of his childhood. A Piece O 

Cake in East Lansing made the gluten-free cake. The first 

dance as a married couple. The newlyweds head for the re-

ception à la Up North-casual mode.

PHOTOGRAPHY: BRIAN CONFER, STUDIO 

B PHOTOGRAPHY, 231-651-9080, STUDIOBPHOTO.COM

VENUE: GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT AND SPA, 

800-748-0303, GRANDTRAVERSERESORT.COM



GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT & SPA

Michigan’s Premier 
Resort Experience
People often remark that the most appealing thing 

about the 900-acre Grand Traverse Resort & Spa is 

its sense of the genuine. So when couples choose to 

exchange their vows here, it feels especially romantic. 

Sincerity resonates among the trees, and love  

sparkles on the water. Simply put, it just feels right.

Our wedding staff is practiced at transforming the 

banquet room or ballroom of your choice into a truly 

unforgettable environment. You’ll appreciate the 

smooth, detail-oriented leadership of our event  

professionals, as they execute your vision to  

perfection. Pre-event parties and rehearsal dinners  

are easily arranged.

   From our convenient, centrally located Midwest  

location, Grand Traverse Resort & Spa is easily  

accessible to all of your guests – just ten minutes by 

Resort shuttle from Traverse City’s Cherry Capital 

Airport (TVC).

85,000 square feet of versatile indoor and outdoor function 

space gives you ultimate flexibility in selecting the venues for 

your special day. Our wedding staff is practiced at transform-

ing the ballroom or outdoor venue of your choice into a truly 

unforgettable environment. You’ll appreciate the smooth, detail-

oriented leadership of our event professionals, as they execute 

your vision to perfection.

Bridal parties delight in our spa and salon, while groomsmen 

typically prefer golf and our nearby Turtle Creek Casino. And 

with multiple wedding and reception venues, our planners 

create a brand of seamless perfection, regardless of scale. From 

intimate unions to grand affairs, your guests will feel every bit 

as loved, cherished and honored as the bride and groom.

From 2 people to 2,000 people, 

our Catering department can 

make an unforgettable experi-

ence for your wedding. Our 

experienced staff can work with 

any budget and is committed to 

great guest service. Weddings 

are a time for celebration, and 

our catering staff can work with 

you on any specialty menu to 

suit your attendees and their 

finer tastes! And special meals are no problem for guests with 

special food needs, and dietary considerations. 

event facilities

catering

Wedding Notebook
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Special Events Manager
Rachelle Grockau

Spa Manager
Dawn Olsen

Spa/Golf Sales 
Managers
Kris Ruckle,  

Camille Johnston

Reception Capacity
2,500

Event Rooms
35

Guest Rooms
600

GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT & SPA

100 Grand Traverse Village Blvd.

Acme, MI  49610-0404

231-534-6000

800-748-0303

weddings@gtresort.com 

GrandTraverseResort.com

   Whether you stay in the Hotel, the Tower or a Condominium, 

you’ll revel in the natural splendor of the outdoors, and the 

luxurious amenities and outstanding accommodations within. 

• The Hotel - Our six-story hotel offers 238 spacious guest 

rooms, many with gorgeous views and wireless high-speed 

Internet access. Conveniences include: color cable television, 

bathroom television speakers, hair dryers, and much more.

• The Tower - Our beautiful 17-story glass structure offers 

186 large, luxuriously appointed rooms and suites each with 

wireless high-speed Internet access. You’ll relax amid breath-

taking views of sumptuous forests and the rolling hills and 

orchards of the surrounding golf courses. Deluxe amenities 

include: wet bars, Jacuzzi whirlpool tubs, bathroom phones, 

cable TV, refrigerators, and more.

• Condominiums - Sample fairway or beachfront living when 

you get away to one of our 190 condominiums. Studio, one-, 

two- and three-bedroom accommodations are available in a 

variety of locations.

   Grand Traverse Resort & Spa is renowned for many things, 

but the golf experience is among the best anywhere. For each of 

our three signature courses, we sought out the finest designers the 

industry has to offer. 

• The Bear by Jack Nicklaus.  

• The Wolverine by Gary Player.  

• Spruce Run by William Newcomb.

   Our 100,000-square-foot Health Club offers something for  

everyone. Features include:

• Fully equipped Cardio and Weight Room

• Fitness Classes

• 15,000-square-foot Indoor Water Playground

• Recreation Pool

• 5 Indoor and 4 Outdoor Tennis Courts

recreation

At Grand Traverse Resort & Spa, you’ll find 600 rooms, suites, 

and condominiums plus a combination of services and amenities 

unmatched elsewhere. The 

expert hands of our spa 

professionals relax bride and 

attendants with luxurious 

treatments and massages, and 

can create perfectly styled 

hair and makeup for the 

bridal party. Groomsmen 

and guests will enjoy a 

pre-wedding round of golf 

on one of our three premier courses, a tension-releasing game 

of tennis, or a relaxing whirlpool. Pristine beaches and exciting 

water sports are additional options that will make your wedding 

a memorable mini-getaway for each and every guest. Winter wed-

dings have a special allure with our crackling fireplaces, snow-

covered views, and elegant lodge atmosphere. Your guests can also 

enjoy cross-country skiing, sleigh rides, and other winter activities.

accommodations

guest services
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Owned and Operated by the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians

At Grand Traverse Resort & Spa, you’ll fi nd a combination of wedding services and amenities 
unmatched elsewhere. Bridal parties delight in our 22-room spa and salon, while groomsmen 
relax during a round of golf. With multiple indoor and outdoor venues, our wedding planners 
create a brand of seamless perfection, regardless of scale. From intimate unions to grand 
affairs, your guests will feel every bit as loved, cherished, and honored as you do.

grandtraverseresort.com  |  231-534-6203

grand weddings

Owned & Operated by the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa & Chippewa Indians Sign-up online 
to receive our 

free wedding kit.


