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Touches of birch bark and fall 
leaves set the tone at the early fall 

wedding reception of a Traverse City 
couple who loves autumn Up North. 
After a Saturday afternoon ceremony 
at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in 
Traverse City, the wedding party and 
guests headed to the Great Wolf Lodge, 
a venue Heather says she and Matt 
chose for its rustic ambiance and hilltop 
view of Traverse City.
 The bridesmaids and groomsmen—
in brown silk taffeta dresses with 
camel sashes and burnt orange ties, 
respectively, harmonized with the 
autumnally decorated lodge ballroom. 
In her ivory gown, Heather was the 
stunning focal point. 
 A special cider bar, set next to the 
traditional bar, served up hot, cold and 
spiked (with Captain Morgan rum) cider, 
fi lling the room with the sweet autumn 
scent of apples. “It was the chef’s idea—it 
smelled wonderful,” Heather says. The 
lodge-catered buffet dinner was elegant, 
while the menu, centered around prime 
rib, was substantial enough to sate 
Northwoods’ appetites.
 Guests mingled easily at the recep-
tion because many of them—both from 
out of town and Traverse City—had 
checked into the Great Wolf Lodge on 
Friday evening, then spent Saturday 
playing in the waterpark together. The 
adults headed for the hot tub, the chil-
dren hit the slide, and everyone loved 
the Lazy River, Heather says. Other 
guests toured the wineries of Old 
Mission Peninsula before the wedding. 
 After dancing until the early hours 
of the morning, the DeFers retired to 
their room in the lodge to fi nd that their 
friend had spread rose petals over the 
bed and fl oated candles in the Jacuzzi. 

Heather Evans 
Matt DeFer
September 26, 2009

GREAT WOLF LODGE
TRAVERSE CITY

Opposite: Heather and Matt posed for 

pictures on Grand Traverse Bay at

the Clinch Park Marina. The couple

met in junior high in Traverse City and 

later graduated from Grand Valley 

State University. Each guest received 

a pencil made from a rustic twig as a 

wedding favor. 

This page: The couple’s rings nest in the 

bride’s bouquet, a medley of hypericum 

berries, orange ranunculus, mums and 

variegated leaves. The bride’s hair was 

done at Vision Modern in Traverse City. 

Her Jasmine Couture silk taffeta gown 

had a ruched top and full skirt. The buf-

fet dinner included prime rib, Parmesan-

encrusted chicken, roasted vegetables, 

fi ngerling potatoes and Caprese skewers. 

Smoked cheddar macaroni and cheese 

was a hit with the younger guests. 
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The bride and groom entered the 

reception to the Blues Brothers theme 

song—the sunglasses were only fi t-

ting. On their way to Great Wolf Lodge 

for the reception, the wedding party 

stopped at the lush grounds of the The 

Village at Grand Traverse Commons. 

Guests were welcomed with a spe-

cially decorated fountain in the Great 

Wolf Lodge lobby. Birch bark–covered 

vases tied with raffi a were fi lled with 

bouquets of fl owers in autumnal colors. 

Cherryland Florals and Gifts provided 

the fl owers for the wedding. 

The three-tiered wedding cake by Kingsley Cakes was deco-

rated to look like birch bark. The faux fall leaves, pinecones 

and acorns play out the wedding’s fall theme. The bride’s 

father made the bark-covered cake stand. Dancing was to 

music provided by BDJ’s DJ’s. The bride’s grandmother 

sewed the chocolate-brown fabric squares that embellished 

the white table linens. Table numbers were made from chunks 

of birch with the numbers burned into them.
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Events Coordinator
Suzi Bicknell

Spa Manager
Shaunie Prince

Reception Capacity
up to 300 guests

Guest Rooms
280 suites

GREAT WOLF LODGE
3575 North US 31 South

Traverse City, MI 49684

231-941-3600

greatwolf.com

GREAT WOLF LODGE

Truly a Unique 
Wedding Experience 
Great Wolf Lodge may be rustic in nature, but our 

new and modern professional facilities are the 

perfect setting to start your new lives together. 

Our warm, personable and experienced wedding 

planners are ready to assist you in all the details 

of this once-in-a-lifetime event. From our elegant 

reception hall, masterful chefs, personalized guest 

accommodations, and plenty of space for fun – 

we would be honored to prepare the memorable 

wedding of your dreams.

Located in Traverse City, Michigan, you and your 

guests are just minutes from Michigan’s legendary 

“Golf Coast,” scenic beaches, wineries, designer 

shopping and more.  Great Wolf Lodge, Traverse City 

provides the setting and accommodations for the 

cherished event of your dreams. 

With 16,000 square feet of event space, Great Wolf Lodge 
offers a variety of options. The banquet ballrooms can accom-
modate up to 300 guests. Smaller, more private facilities are 
available upon request for bridal showers, rehearsal dinners, 
brunches and gift openings. Allow their professional wedding 
planners to coordinate every last detail, from fl owers and china 
service to music and special lighting effects. They can even 
help create a custom audio visual experience to enhance your 
special day. Beautiful beginnings start with the Northwoods-
themed charm of Great Wolf Lodge. 

Great pride is taken in mak-
ing the meal a memorable part of 
your special occasion. Whether 
it’s a simple buffet, an elegant 
formal dinner or something in 
between, the chef and banquet 
staff at Great Wolf Lodge will be 
more than happy to accommo-
date your wishes. Their award-
winning banquet chef combines 
expert culinary skills with an 
uncompromising eye for presentation. From elegant hors d’oeuvres 
to exquisite buffets and formal dining services, no detail is too 
small. That way, you’ll be ensured a dining experience worthy of 
your expectations.

As much as there is to do right here at Great Wolf Lodge, 
there’s even more awaiting you in the surrounding area. From 
beaches, championship golf courses and casinos to shopping 
and exploring beautiful wine country, there’s plenty to do and 
see. For something more relaxing, many bridal parties choose 
to indulge at the full-service Elements™ Spa Salon within Great 
Wolf Lodge. Melt that pre-event stress away with a manicure, 
pedicure or deep-tissue massage. Ask about group discounts.

recreation

From the moment your guests arrive, they’ll be surrounded 
by the charm and grandeur your occasion deserves. Great Wolf 
Lodge® provides a magnifi cent setting that is at once, uniquely 
rustic and elegantly modern. The experienced event planners 
will assist you in creating a custom wedding package. Every 
detail is fashioned to your liking, including decorations, cater-
ing, entertainment, technical support and guest accommoda-
tions. No matter the size of your event, the gracious personnel 
of Great Wolf Lodge will make it their mission to create the 
wedding you’ve always dreamed of. 

event facilities

accommodations

catering

guest services

Wedding Notebook

Not only can your guests count on complimentary parking, 
they will have their own private entrance for a seamless transi-
tion to your event. Of course, with 280 well-appointed suites 
and 38,000 square feet of waterpark fun, your guests will have 
the perfect excuse for an extended stay. In addition to the park 
adventures, there is an arcade, sweet shop, various restaurants, 
shopping and many other family-friendly amenities for your 
guests to enjoy. Your Great Wolf Lodge Event Planner can set 
up special group room rates to accommodate your wedding 
party. Group discounts are also available for the waterpark. 



Great Wolf Lodge® is the perfect place to  

host your wedding. We offer everything 

from gourmet catering to romantic 

whirlpool suites, all serviced by a 

professional staff trained to anticipate 

your every need.

Your guests can be pampered in our 

full-service spa, enjoy a meal in one  

of our restaurants or play in our 

enormous indoor waterpark. That 

leaves the two of you with nothing 

to do but be in love.

There’s no time like a Great Wolf time.

Traverse City, MI

Visit GREATWOLF.com or call 231.941.3600 to speak with your Catering Sales Manager. 

3575 N US Hwy 31 S

 Traverse City, MI 49684

Your Day, Your Way,
in a setting no one 

will ever forget.


