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LITTLE RIVER CASINO RESORT

mANISTEE

It was a full house at the Little River Casino 
Resort in Manistee for Susie and Juan’s 

wedding. Many of the 250 wedding guests 
who came from all over the state and the 
country took rooms at the resort, punctuat-
ing their beach time on the Lake Michigan 
shore with fun at the gaming tables and 
even taking in the casino’s impressive array 
of live entertainment including a concert by 
Rosanne Cash.

But when it was time for the outdoor 
ceremony in the lush Little River Courtyard, 
all eyes were on Susie and Juan—a crowd 
that included another hundred or so of the 
hotel guests standing on their balconies to 
watch the couple exchange their vows. “It 
was just so incredible,” Susie recalls of the 
moment she turned around and saw her 
large, enthralled audience.

After the ceremony, the wedding party 
headed for pictures at the Lake Michigan 
beach, while the guests mingled over cock-
tails at the resort, with music provided by 
the Mike Davis Trio of Traverse City. The 
buffet dinner that followed was nothing 
short of spectacular Susie recalls, reciting 
the menu that included Beef Wellington 
and Chicken Florentine. Susie also counts 
the tasting for that dinner—months before 
the wedding—as just one more example of 
the exceptional service by the staff at Little 
River. “My mom had to work so she had 
to miss the tasting,” Susie says. “So the staff 
boxed up food for her so she could feel like 
she was a part of it.”

As the dishes were cleared away and 
the first bars of “At Last” floated into the 
air, Susie and Juan stepped onto the dance 
floor for the bride and groom’s dance—and 
awed the 250 guests at their wedding recep-
tion. The couple had taken dance lessons in 
preparation for the beautiful moment (Juan’s 
idea, Susie says). 



Opposite: Susie and Juan met at church 

in Kalamazoo. She is from Manistee, he 

is from Texas. Currently they reside in 

Kalamazoo, where Susie is an associate 

human resources director for Green-

leaf Hospitality. Juan is co-owner of the 

IT business Realign LLC. The bride with 

18-month-old flower girl Reagan Veine. 

This page: The wedding gown is 

Michaelangelo from Dave’s Bridal in Kal-

amazoo. The ceremony was the first the 

resort had held in its beautiful Courtyard 

and pavilion area. Ready for the aisle in 

the Little River lobby. Her rings are from 

Fred Meyer Jewelers in Kalamazoo; his 

ring is from Kay Jewelers. 
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This page: The guests were given bottles 

of bubbles to blow in lieu of throwing rice. 

Dancing lessons paid off with the stel-

lar performance of “At Last” by the new-

lyweds. The cake by Jennifer Dontz of 

Sugar Delites in Manistee was adorned 

with exquisite sugar hydrangeas and calla 

lilies to match the bridal bouquets. The 

two-piece black satin bridesmaids dresses 

with sapphire ribbons had tops that could 

be worn seven different ways so that the 

attendants could choose a look they were 

comfortable wearing. Flowers were by 

Stacy’s Flowers and Gifts in Manistee. 
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The indoor Winter Garden at Little River includes a waterfall 

and a pond. Party favors—honey roasted peanuts and Godiva 

chocolates—wrapped with a ribbon to match the wedding’s 

sapphire theme. The DJ Jamin Jim provided dance music. Susie 

and her father danced to “I Loved Her First” by Heartland.

PHOTOGRAPHY: ELIZABETH HENDRICKSON, 

EMH PHOTOGRAPHY, 231-519-2362, EMHPHOTOS.COM

VENUE: LITTLE RIVER CASINO RESORT, 888-568-2244, 

WWW.LRCR.COM



LITTLE RIVER CASINO RESORT

A wedding that’s unique, 

out of the ordinary… 

and absolutely more fun 

than ever!  

The Three Fires Ballroom totals 9,000 square feet and can seat 
up to 400 of your guests for plated or buffet style dining, a dance 
floor and your chosen music supplier, gift table, and cake table.  

Make use of our 14,000 square foot Makwa Endaat Event 

Center when a larger space is needed, with seating for up to 
600, in a terraced atmosphere.

Both spaces are fully equipped with state of the art projectors 
and screens so you can provide an entertaining and memorable 
slideshow presentations during your meal. Both spaces are also 
equipped with complete bar services.

The Outdoor Courtyard provides a garden setting with well-
tended foliage, water features, walkways, fire pits, striking architec-
tural highlights, and a pavilion for a ceremony or small reception. 

Entertain guests with an hors 
d’oeuvre hour in the courtyard 
while you’re busy with the 
photographer. 

Our Winter Garden 
features an indoor natural 
area with grotto, waterfalls, 
wooden bridges and wind-
ing river under a 70 foot 
domed glass ceiling. It makes 
a perfect setting for a smaller 
intimate ceremony with your 
closest family and friends, 
and photographs that you 
will cherish for a lifetime.

From simple, family style dinner options to gourmet dining with 
passed hors d’oeuvres, ice sculptures, and deluxe chocolate fountain 
you can be sure that your guests will be delighted. Whether you’re 
looking for a plated or buffet style meal for your guests, our full-
service banquet staff can create an impressive menu that fits your 
budget and taste. You’re invited to schedule your own taste testing 
with us, and carefully customize your meal plan so that everything 

is just the way you 
like it!

We can also provide 
a very special experi-
ence for engagement 
parties, bridal show-
ers, rehearsal dinners, 
and other various 
social gatherings.

event facilities

catering
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Reception Capacity

Ballroom – 

up to 400 guests

Event Center – 

up to 600 guests

Various Ceremony 

Locations-

From 45 - 600 guests

Guest Rooms

292 room hotel

LITTLE RIVER CASINO RESORT

2700 Orchard Hwy. 

Manistee, MI  49660 

888-568-2244 

weddings@lrcr.com

www.lrcr.com 

   Little River Casino Resort is a First Class gaming entertain-
ment property with all the slots, table games, entertainment, 
and FUN than you and your guests can imagine! The Grove 
Lounge offers live music and dancing on weekends all year 
long and the River Bank Lounge is the perfect place to catch 
up with your favorite sports teams!
   We are fortunate to be located in an area of northern 
Michigan that is rich in natural beauty and all of the outdoor 
activities it provides, right on the shores of Lake Michigan.  
The beaches are fabulous, as is our world class golf and fishing 
opportunities. Our concierge can help you with special activi-
ties away from the resort including golf arrangements at any of 
Manistee County’s several challenging golf courses or charter 
fishing adventures, and provide assistance with many other 
outdoor recreation options.  

Plan a visit to Little River Casino Resort and begin planning 

your special day!

recreation

The staff at Little River Casino Resort is well accustomed to 
providing the very best in hospitality. From the time you check 
into your guest rooms to the moment you dance the last dance 
of the evening, our staff is committed to making every minute  
of your celebration exactly how you dreamed it would be.

We offer complimentary valet parking service at the hotel 
for all of your guests, plus hotel guest pickup at Manistee 

County’s Blacker 
Airport, less than a mile 
from the Resort. We can 
also arrange for trans-
portation for your Bridal 
Party so you all arrive 
on time for your Lake 
Michigan beach wedding 
ceremony, or for special 
pre-arranged photo-
graphic moments around 
our beautiful region. 
Our staff can also pro-
vide you with expert 
referrals for photogra-
phers and entertainment 
options, florists, and hair 
and nail salons.

accommodations

guest services

Our First Class Northern Lodge hotel features 292 well-
appointed guest rooms and suites. Some rooms offer a cozy 
fireplace, and wonderful views of the Resort courtyard. Resort 
amenities include complimentary WiFi, a pool, Jacuzzi® 
and sauna, fitness center, luxurious bedding, and massage  
services upon request. Many barrier free rooms are available. 
Our 95 site modern RV Park offers access to hotel amenities.

The resort also features three restaurants, two lounges,  
a coffee bar, the Odawa Trading Post Gift Shop, and  
Coldstone Creamery.
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You want your day to be 

special. We want to help 

make the wedding of your 

dreams come true. 

Our beautiful resort offers 

facilities for up to 400 guests 

with dining and entertainment. 

First rate accommodations 

await your out-of-town 

guests in our 292 room hotel. 

And for even more excitement, 

our casino offers the best 

gaming action in Michigan.

For more information call 

1-888-568-2244 and dial

extension 3890, visit our

website www.lrcr.com,

or drop us an email at 

weddings@lrcr.com.

Allow our staff to make 

your wedding day an 

affair to remember and, 

more importantly, more 

fun than ever!
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